1The Sound of Hope International Music
Festival

[ Official Guidelines and Application Information

The Sound of Hope International Music Festival (SHIMF) supports students in developing
their musical maturity and encourages them to pursue music study. It also showcases
the students’ music talent at an international level.

I Eligibility
SHIMF is open to students aged 4-18 as of September 14th, 2025, as well as adult
participants from the US and other countries.

* | Important Deadlines

e Application Deadline: Aug 15th, 2025
e Application Fee Payment Deadline: Aug 15th, 2025
e YouTube Link Submission Deadline: September 8th, 2025

Note: Please save your application in the Google form so you can fill your performance
YouTube link to your existing application when you are ready.

$ Application Fee

$70 per contestant per category. A non-refundable $70 application fee is required,
payable to Hope Music Foundation. Contestants interested in multiple submissions must
complete separate applications for each entry and pay a non-refundable $40 fee for each
additional entry. The application of the Ensemble fee should be paid per person.

Payment Methods:



e Check payable to: Hope Music Foundation
e Cash

e Zelle: hopemusicfoundation1@gmail.com
e PayPal: violinmanwang@netscape.net

e Applicants in China: Contact Professor Xuehua Wang by WeChat ID:
wangxuehua683996 to submit RMB ¥ 600.

"/ Festival and Award Ceremony Time
Sound of Hope International Festival and Awards Ceremony
e Date: September 21th, 2025

e Live Festival Audition begins at 1:30 PM; Award Ceremony begins at 7:00 PM

e Location: TBA

Application:

e Applicants outside of China: Google Form (available June 1st, 2025)
Application link

e Applicants in China: Registration request and acceptance via email

Email Correspondence: hopemusicfoundation1@gmail.com

Award Ceremony Attendance:

Attendance at the award ceremony is mandatory for US winners, as indicated in the
signed agreement when registering. If a winner has no show at the Award Ceremony, it
will result in the forfeit of the award. International winners will receive their awards by
mail and are not required to attend in person. International applicant winners need to
provide a 30 seconds winner speech that is going to be broadcast at the Award
Ceremony. Only the first prize winner will play at the Award Ceremony.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1u6XVTGQL1OUXylu4xoBm9Y2KWXqrjOg13Z2wKxouvag/edit?ts=6844a0ac

/)¢ Divisions and Performance Time Limits

SOLO Divisions:

Piano Solo, Flute Solo, Clarinet Solo, Trumpet Solo, Bassoon Solo, Oboe Solo, French
Horn Solo, Trombone Solo, Saxophone Solo, String Solo, Classical Guitar Solo, Harp
Solo, Electric Guitar Solo, Chinese instruments (including Guzheng, Erhu, Pipa, Gugqin,
etc.), and Solo Vocal.

Division Age Performance Time
Range

Prodigy | 4-6 2-3 Min

Beginner - 3 Min

Division

Prodigy Il 7-9 4 Min

Prodigy Il 10-12 5 Min

Junior 13-15 5 Min

Senior 16-18 7 Min

Adult 19+ 3-7 Min

ENSEMBLE Division:
The combination of the instrumentation can be any kind. No limit on the number of
participants of each ensemble.

Division Age Performance Time
Range
Prodigy Ensemble 5-12 5 min
Young Artist 13-18 7 min
Ensemble
Adult Ensemble 19+ 3—-7 min

Rules and Regulations

°

e Age placement is determined by the contestant’s age on September 21st, 2025.



Applications must be completed online by July 31st, 2025 via the Google Form or
via WeChat.

A $70 registration fee must be paid to the Hope Music Foundation by July 31st,
2025, using check, cash, Zelle, or PayPal. The applicant is advised to do the
application and payment at their earliest to secure your spot.

Videos must be submitted via YouTube (private setting), or via WeChat/WhatsApp
for those without access to a YouTube account. After uploading, applicants MUST
re-complete the application form with the video link.

Memorization is optional but will lead to a higher score.

Contestants may enter multiple categories by submitting separate applications
and paying the required fee for each.

Piano accompaniment is required if the song was written with a piano
accompaniment part and the pianist should be arranged by the applicant.

No warm-up room is provided.

First-place winners may not enter the same or lower category the following year.
Schedule requests will not be accepted.

Late entries may be accommodated with a $30 processing fee per contestant.

All Contestants must check in at the venue no later than 30 minutes before the
Festival Audition time and Award Ceremony Concert.

Original scores must be provided (no photocopies).

Contestants will be judged on musicianship, technical proficiency, repertoire,
stage presence, and artistry.

Each division will be divided into groups of up to 6 contestants, with 1st, 2nd, 3rd
place and Honorable Mention awards in each group.

Judges reserve the right to adjust the selection of finalists and withhold prizes if
no suitable candidate is found. All judgments are final.

Formal attire is required for video, live auditions and final performances.



California applicants must be available for a live audition with an adjudication
panel on September 21st, 2025 (except international applicants).

Beginner Division eligibility requires verification of only one year of study, with a
private teacher’s signed letter.

A winner selected from the combined division is not eligible to be recognized as
the winner of an individual division.

A woodwind instrument is defined as one of the following: Flute, Clarinet,
Bassoon, Oboe or Saxophone

A brasswind instrument is defined as one of the following: Trombone, Trumpet,
French Horn.

k6= Repertoire Requirements

Solo Piano (Including Prodigy |, ll, lll & Beginner Divisions): One work from any
major music period.

Solo Strings, Flute, Clarinet, Bassoon, Oboe, Trombone, Trumpet, French Horn,
Saxophone, Guitar, Electric Guitar, Harp: One work from Baroque, Classical,
Romantic, or Contemporary music period.

Solo Chinese Instruments: One work from Chinese music literature.

Solo Vocal: One song from any music period.

Ensemble: One movement or piece from a major work.

May do cut if it exceeds the time limit.

¢ Cash Awards

Piano Divisions combined 1st Place: $100

Flute, Clarinet, Oboe, Bassoon Solo Divisions combined 1st Place: $100



French Horn, Trombone, Saxophone, Trumpet Solo Divisions combined 1st Place:
$100

String, Guitar, Harp Divisions combined 1st Place: $100
Ensemble Division 1st Place: $100
Chinese Instruments and Solo Vocal Divisions combined 1st Place: $100

Grand Prize of all Divisions Winner: Additional $300
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Il Festival International de Musique
Sound of Hope (SHIMF)

6 Directives Officielles et Informations d’Inscription

I 1. Présentation

Le Festival International de Musique Sound of Hope (SHIMF) a pour mission de soutenir
les étudiants dans le développement de leur maturité musicale et de les encourager a
poursuivre I’étude de la musique. Ce festival offre également une plateforme
internationale {y pour la mise en valeur des talents musicaux.

7 2. Admissibilité
e Ouvert aux étudiants agés de 4 a 18 ans au 14 septembre 2025.

e Participation également ouverte aux adultes résidant aux Etats-Unis = et a
Pinternational ).

]

3. Dates Importantes

e Date limite d’inscription : 15 ao(t 2025
e Date limite de paiement des frais : 15 aot 2025

e Date limite de soumission du lien YouTube : 8 septembre 2025



Note : Sauvegardez votre candidature dans le formulaire Google afin de pouvoir ajouter
ultérieurement le lien YouTube de votre performance.

$ 4. Frais d’Inscription
e 70 $ US par participant et par catégorie (non remboursable).

e Pour plusieurs inscriptions, un paiement additionnel de 40 $ US est requis pour
chaque candidature supplémentaire.

e Frais pour les ensembles payés par personne.

Modes de paiement acceptés :

e Cheéque a l'ordre de Hope Music Foundation
e Espéces
e Zelle : hopemusicfoundation1@gmail.com

e PayPal : violinmanwang@netscape.net

Pour les candidats en Chine :

e Contact via WeChat ID : wangxuehua683996

e Paiement de 600 RMB

(3]

. Dates et Lieu du Festival

e Date : 21 septembre 2025
e Auditions en direct : 13h30
e Cérémonie de remise des prix : 19h00

e Lieu : A confirmer



] 6. Procédure d’Inscription
e Candidats hors Chine : Formulaire Google (disponible a partir du 1er juin 2025)

e Candidats en Chine : Inscription par e-mail a hopemusicfoundation1@gmail.com

&: 7. Présence a la Cérémonie

e La présence est obligatoire pour les gagnants américains sous peine de forfeit du
prix.

e Les gagnants internationaux recevront leurs prix par courrier.

e Les gagnants internationaux doivent fournir un discours de 30 secondes a
diffuser.

e Seul le premier prix jouera lors de la cérémonie.

/)0 8. Catégories et Durées des Performances
Divisions SOLO

e Piano, Flate, Clarinette, Trombone, Basson, Hautbois, Cor, Trompette, Saxophone,
Cordes, Guitare Classique, Harpe, Guitare Electrique, Instruments chinois, Chant

solo.

Division Age Durée maximale
Prodigy | 4-6 2-3 minutes
Division N/A 3 minutes
Débutant
Prodigy Il 7-9 4 minutes

Prodigy Il 10-12 5 minutes



Junior 13-15 5 minutes

Senior 16-18 7 minutes

Adulte 19+ 3-7 minutes

Division ENSEMBLE

Combinaisons instrumentales libres, nombre illimité de participants.

Division Age Durée maximale

Ensemble Prodigy 5-12 5 minutes

Ensemble Jeune 13-18 7 minutes
Artiste
Ensemble Adulte 19+ 3-7 minutes

9. Réglement

Classement selon I’'age au 21 septembre 2025.
Inscriptions en ligne via Google Form ou WeChat avant le 31 juillet 2025.
Paiement des frais avant le 31 juillet 2025 (chéque, espéces, Zelle, PayPal).

Soumission des vidéos via YouTube (privé) ou WeChat/WhatsApp, puis mise a
jour du formulaire avec le lien vidéo.

Mémorisation optionnelle (favorise une meilleure note).
Plusieurs catégories possibles (inscriptions et frais séparés).
Accompagnement piano obligatoire si prévu dans la piéce.
Pas de salle d’échauffement disponible.

Les gagnants de 1ére place ne peuvent pas rejouer dans la méme ou une
catégorie inférieure I’année suivante.

Pas de demande de planning acceptée.



Inscriptions tardives acceptées avec frais de 30 $ par participant.
Présence sur site 30 minutes avant audition et cérémonie obligatoire.
Partitions originales exigées (pas de photocopies).

Critéres d’évaluation : musicalité, technique, répertoire, présence scénique,
artistique.

Groupes de 6 candidats maximum par division.

Prix : 1er, 2e, 3e, mentions honorables.

Décisions des juges finales et sans appel.

Tenue formelle requise pour vidéos, auditions et performances finales.
Candidats californiens : audition en direct obligatoire (sauf internationaux).
Division débutant : preuve d’une année d’étude avec lettre signée du professeur.

Définition instruments : bois (flte, clarinette, basson, hautbois, saxophone),
cuivre (trombone, trompette, cor).

= 10. Répertoire

Piano Solo : ceuvre d’une grande période musicale (toutes divisions).

Cordes, vent, guitare, harpe solo : ceuvre Baroque, Classique, Romantique ou
Contemporaine.

Instruments chinois solo : ceuvre du répertoire chinois .
Chant solo : chanson de toute période musicale.
Ensemble : un mouvement ou une piéce d’une ceuvre majeure.

Coupures acceptées si durée dépassée.



11.

Récompenses Financiéres
Catégories
Divisions Piano (combinées)

FlGte, Clarinette, Hautbois, Basson Solo
(combinées)

Cor, Trombone, Saxophone, Trompette Solo
(combinées)

Cordes, Guitare, Harpe (combinées)
Division Ensemble
Instruments Chinois, Chant Solo (combinés)

Grand Prix toutes divisions

1er Prix ($US)

100

100

100

100

100

100

+300
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